
Lockwood Elementary
Letchworth Central School

Standards Based Report Card

As you know, our standards have shifted in order to ensure alignment with the Next Generation New
York State Learning Standards.  In order to more effectively communicate learning progress in light
of these changes, students’ levels of performance will be measured using standards based
assessment.  This document will assist interpretation of the new report card as you support your
child’s learning.     

Shifts Associated with Standards Based Reporting

• This is the first year of a standards based reporting system for all subject areas, including special
areas.  There is no comparison between how the academic performance levels are reported
now, versus how they were reported in the past.  

• The standards on the report card represent end of year expectations for students.  

• When determining levels of performance, teachers utilize multiple pieces of evidence.  

• The language on the report card directly aligns with the Next Generation Learning Standards,
but is in a condensed format.  For more specific information about what is expected for each
standard, a review of the Common Core Standards is beneficial.  

http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards

For each grade level standard, there are four different performance levels. 

4 - Exceeding New York State and District Standards

3 - Meeting New York State and District Standards

2 - Working Toward New York State and District Standards

1 - Not Meeting New York State and District Standards

M - The standards for the area indicated have been modified

NA - Not Assessed at This Time

http://www.nysed.gov/next-generation-learning-standards


4= Currently working beyond grade level standards

• Students receive a “4” when they have demonstrated a consistent and independent application
of the expected grade level standards, and are able to apply the learning embedded in these
standards in both predictable and unpredictable situations.  Students who are “4” are receiving
differentiated instruction at their appropriate level.

3= Meeting grade level standards

• Students receive a “3” when they are independently and consistently applying what is
expected by the standard being measured and is evidenced by multiple measures of
achievement.  A “3” is the goal for most students.

 2= Progressing towards grade level standards

• Students receive a “2” when they are making appropriate progress towards the end of the year
benchmark for that standard.  Given the depth and complexity of each of the standards,
students will often need the full year of instruction to be independently and consistently
mastering the standards being measured. A score  “2” will be common for many students when
new standards and material are being taught.

1=  Area of concern

• Students receive a “1” for standards where targeted additional instruction is provided and
necessary for the student to meet the end of year grade level standard.  This additional
instruction in the targeted area may be provided within or outside of the general education
classroom.

M=The standards for the area indicated have been modified

• Students receiving an M are receiving instruction and curriculum that has been modified to
the student’s level and working at a different pace than others. The student might have a
learning disability of some sort that calls for modification of curriculum and standards. This
could also be for a child that is struggling with grade level appropriate standards, yet the
student is trying their hardest and putting forth all effort possible.

NA= Not assessed at this time

• Students receive an “NA” for those areas where students have not yet received instruction
and/or have not yet been assessed.  



Here are some examples of what you will see under the elementary standards in literacy on the report
card and what that looks like in your child’s second grade classroom (each grade level will look
different):

Knows and applies grade – level phonics to solve unknown words.
Students will distinguish long and short vowels when reading regularly spelled one-syllable words,
know spelling-sound correspondences for additional common vowel teams, decode regularly spelled
two-syllable words with long vowels, decode words with common prefixes and suffixes, identify words
with inconsistent but common spelling-sound correspondences, and recognize and read grade-
appropriate regularly spelled words.  

Students will answer questions and prompts like:

• Does that sound right?
• Does that look right?

• Does that make sense?

• Look for chunks you know and say them.

• Look at the beginning (or end) of the word and try it again.

• Look at the word, does it look like …?

Reads with fluency.
Fluency helps the reader process language for meaning and enjoyment.  Fluent readers are able to
focus attention on the meaning of the text. Second grade readers need opportunities to read texts
multiple times at an independent level.  Students benefit from prompts like:

• Make your reading sound like the characters are talking.

• Make your voice go up when you see the question mark at the end.

• Make your voice go down when you see the period at the end.

• Go back and reread when it doesn’t sound or look like you think it should.  

Participates in collaborative conversations with diverse partners.
The students will follow agreed-upon rules for discussions, build on others’ talk in conversations by
responding to the comments of others during multiple exchanges, and ask for clarification and further
explanation as needed about the topics and texts under discussion.  In second grade, students will
need ample opportunities to take part in a variety of rich, structured conversations.  Students actively
engaged as part of a whole class, in small groups, and with a partner, sharing the roles of participant,
leader, and observer. Second graders should also engage in collaborative conversations (such as during
guided reading or buddy reading), and develop skills in active (close) listening and group discussion.  
Students should practice looking at the speaker, turn taking, linking ideas to the speakers’ ideas, and
sharing the floor.   

Here are some examples of what you will see under the elementary standards in math on the report
card and what that looks like for your child in his//her second grade classroom:  

Constructs viable arguments and critiques the reasoning of others.
Mathematically proficient students in second grade accurately use definitions and previously
established solutions to construct viable arguments about mathematics. During discussions about
problem solving strategies, students constructively critique the strategies and reasoning of their



classmates. For example, while solving 74 - 18, students may use a variety of strategies, and after
working on the task, can discuss and critique each others’ reasoning and strategies, citing similarities
and differences between strategies.

Makes sense of problems and perseveres in solving them.
Mathematically proficient students in second grade examine problems and tasks, can make sense of
the meaning of the task and find an entry point or a way to start the task. Second grade students also
develop a foundation for problem solving strategies and become independently proficient on using
those strategies to solve new tasks.  In second grade, students’ work continues to use concrete
manipulatives and pictorial representations as well as mental mathematics. Second grade students also
are expected to persevere while solving tasks; that is, if students reach a point in which they are stuck,
they can reexamine the task in a different way and continue to solve the task. Lastly, mathematically
proficient students complete a task by asking themselves the question, “Does my answer make sense?”

Uses appropriate tools strategically.
Mathematically proficient students in second grade have access to and use tools appropriately. These
tools may include snap cubes, place value (base ten) blocks, hundreds number boards, number lines,
rulers, and concrete geometric shapes (e.g., pattern blocks, 3-d solids). Students also have experiences
with educational technologies, such as calculators and virtual manipulatives, which support
conceptual understanding and higher-order thinking skills. During classroom instruction, students have
access to various mathematical tools as well as paper, and determine which tools are the most
appropriate to use. For example, while measuring the length of the hallway, students can explain why
a yardstick is more appropriate to use than a ruler.

Social Emotional Addition to Report Cards
Social emotional learning (SEL) is a methodology that helps students of all ages to better
comprehend their emotions, to feel those emotions fully, and demonstrate empathy for others.
These learned behaviors are then used to help students make positive, responsible decisions;
create frameworks to achieve their goals, and build positive relationships with others. There is a
direct correlation between  (SEL) and student achievement and attendance.
The Learner Behavior Key is just like the Academic key.
4 -Exceeding District Standards

3  -Meeting District Standards

2-Working Toward District Standards

1 -Not Meeting d District Standards

We are confident that parents, students and teachers will find this new reporting system to be a meaningful and
useful tool. This change, however, presents a learning curve for all of us. With your partnership, we will continue
to educate our students about the expectations of the standards and the most effective way for students to
demonstrate and apply their new learning. We appreciate your questions and support as we work through our
first trimester reporting period together.  

Additional information may be found on our Letchworth District website at the link below:

https://www.letchworth.k12.ny.us/Page/4366

https://www.letchworth.k12.ny.us/Page/4366

